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Tur auction pitt. By the publication of Mr. 
Baldwin’s speech on this bill, our readers are now 
possessed of the reasons and views of the commit- 
tee of manufactures, on the several subjects present- 
ed by them to the consideration of the house of re- 
presentatives. 

Americans aT SEA. There is a boldness of de- 
sign, and a facility in the execution of whatsoever 
belongs to “a life on the ocean,” in the American 
seamen, which seems to realize the boast of Britain, 
that “her HomE is on the deep,” if applied to her de- 
scendants, the people of the United States, whether 
we refer to their works of peace or of war. The 
feneration of this mastery in spirit and perseverance 
justly belongs to our eastern brethren, especially 
the people of Massachusetts—inhabiting a soil 
rather Sterile, and penetrating every region to 
bring its profits to their own fire-sides, But nearly 
a common feeling now pervades the entire body of 
our seamen and commercial men—with shades of 
difference in their pursuits, but all actuated by the 
same principle of attempting to do what any other 
persons have done—and more. 

We instructed the world in the wealth of the 
deep, and opened the mine of riches in the fishe- 
ries. The north no longer yielding much profit, 
our countrymen dashed to the south, doubled Cape 
Horn, till then the terror of navigators, pursued 
the mighty whale into the Pacific, and thought no 
more of ‘a voyage round the world” than an excur- 
sion of pleasure, “a visit for a week!” A little two- 
masted boat has been seen at Canton, with nothing 
else to sell than a few barrels of cider, and an oven 
constructed to make up various sorts of cakes, for 
which the materials were on board; and J, myself, 
have seen a small sloop which had been more than 
1500 milesup the great river Amazons, from whence 
she returned via China, where she just put in to 
dispose of her cargo, and bring home some teas and 
other “notions.” One of the celebrated European 
navigators, (whose name I forget, though the fact is 
fully impressed on my recollection), thought he 
had discovered an important river, or inlet, on the 
north-west coast of America—but, after sending 
his boat many miles into the interior, they found 
there a small craft, and a number of Americans 
working as blacksmiths, making axes and hatchets 
for the Indians—and who, upon enquiry, had been 
at that place “many a-time,” without thinking that 
there was the least merit in the adventure. During 
the late war, it is well known that the skill and 
courage of our seamen transformed “fir built fri- 
gates” into “non-descripts,” or ships of the line, 
and that their genius and understanding effected 
escapes for them from superior force which no one 
before thought was practicable; —“wind and wave”’ 
was familiar to them, and in many chases of our 
fast-sailing schooners, their whole decks have been 
for hours cover with the sea!—they would not douse 
the «striped bunting,” but carried their enormous 
weight of canvas at seasons when ships of the line 
were under close-reefed topsails, it blowing a gale! 
Our Rigates were soon imitated hy the enemy, but 
eur flying schooners were unmanageable by them, 
and yet peculiarly belong to us—no one butan Ame- 


rican can sail them with reasonable safety. The 
You, XVIF,—30, 


ships of the line, lately built and building in the 
United States, have again excited astonishment, as 
well in their architecture and equipment, as in theit 
preparation and discipline for battle. ‘There is yet 
nothing like them, though several vessels are build- 
ing as copies of them; but they will yet want the 
soul, the “main brace’”—enterprizing men, some- 
thing more than “fighting machines,” as soldiers 
and sailors. are sometimes called in monarchical 
countries. But we have even yet a more singular 
instance of the superior courage and skill of our 
seamen to mention: It is well known that the great 
port of Liverpool, at and from which many thou- 
sand ships and vessels arrive and depart every year, 
is oftentimes so completely blockaded by gales from 
the west, that even the best appointed packet boats 
have been unable to leave it for weeks at a time. 
If the wind is not fair, the departing vessel must 
have the tide in her favor; this falls so rapidly that 
the least error or mistake may cause the loss of the 
vessel—and, if in a gale, perhaps the lives of the 
crew. Now it happens that ships do depart from 
Liverpool against strong winds from the west, tho’ 
hundreds still wait for a change. It was the Ame- 
ricans who lately taught the British to leave the 
second port in the three kingdoms, and several of 
our vessels now generally sail, if they are ready, 
let the wind blow as it may. The name of the first 
ship that came out in a western gale has been men- 
tioned to me—she arrived safely at home, in the 
United States; and, as we had no arrival for nearly 
six weeks after her, there was a great stir among 
our peliticians, it being Known that many others 
were ready to sail. It was agreed that an embargo 
had been laid—but for why, nobody could tell. An 
embargo did exist, but it was laid on by the wind, 
not by the government. 

This same spirit prevails also in our “landsmen,” 
which we have frequently noticed. It would by 
no means astonish me to hear that captain Symmes, 
(if he were supplied with money for an outfit), 
should get as many recruits as he desired, to at- 
tempt a trip to his imagined world in the interior 
of the earth, entering at the “hole” which he 
supposes that there is at the north. 

We were led to these running remarks by no- 
ticing the following in alate Boston Daily Advertiser: 

A friend has furnished us with the following re- 
markable narrative of the very active and useful life 
of Mr. William Smith, who was born November 14, 
1768, at Flowery Hundred, Prince George county, 
Va. and came to Boston 1790, since which date he has 
sailed out of this port. He has since that period 
performed eight voyages round the world, besides 
one voyage to China and back. 

1st voyage—He sailed in the ship Magnet, James 
Magee, master, Oct. 17, 1791, and returned August. 
17, 1794. 

2d voyage—Sailed in the ship Despatch, Elias 
Newbury, master, Oct. 28, 1794, and returned in 
June 1796. ) 

8d voyage—Sailed in Aug. 1796, in the same 
ship, Jonathan Bowers, master, and returned in May 
1798. 

4th voyage—Sailed June 25, 1798, in the ship Vir- 
ginia, Edward Brown, master, direct for Canton, 





and returned in June, 1799. 
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Hh voyage—Sailed Sept. 1799, in the ship Ha- 
zard, Ben. Swift, master, and returned May 6, 1802. 

6th voyage—Sailed in Sept. 1802, in the same 
ship, with same master; returned May 6, 1805. 

7th voyage—Sailed July 22, 1805, in the ship Ha- 
zard, as master, and returned June 23, 1808. 

8th voyage—Sailed July 6, 1809, in the ship Alba- 
tros, Nathan Winship, master, and returned in the 


1817. For about seven years of this voyage he 
commanded the Albatros, which vessel was em- 
ployed about four years of the time in transport- 
ing sandal wood from the Sandwich islands to Can- 
ton, for capts. Wm. H. Davis and Jona. Winship, of 
of this place, who held a contract with the king Ta- 
maahmaah, for the exclusive privilege of export- 
ing sandal wood from his islands to China for ten, 
years, but in consequence of the war, and the arri- 
val of the English sloops of war Raccoon and Che- 
rub, the contract was broken, through the interfer- 
ence of the commanders of those vessels; the re- 
mainder of the time capt. Smith was cruising in the 
Pacific ocean in quest of Seal islands, and trading 
on the coast of California. On this coast, having 
gone ashore in the boat, he wastaken prisoner by 
the Spaniards with his boat’s crew, and after a de- 
tention of two months was released,.and proceed- 
ed to the Sandwich islands, where he joined the 
ship O’Cain, in which he came home. ) 

9th voyage—Sailed Dec. 5, 1817, in the ship Bor- 
neo, George Clark, master, which was cast away 
Jan. 28, 1819, near Kygahna, on the northwest 
coast of America, situated in about lat. 54, 48, N. 
long. 132, W, and lost all his journals from his first 
voyage in 1791, and every thing but the clothes 
which he had on. 

Ile praceeded thence to the Sandwich islands in 
the ship Volunteer, of this port, Jas. Bennett, mas- 
ter, there joined the brig Brutus, of this port, David 
Nye, master, proceeded to New Archangel, a Rus- 
sian settlement, where he arrived in June of the 
same year, and joined the ship Eagle of this port, 
Thomas Meek, master—went thence to Canton, 
from which place he returned to Boston, and arriv- 
ed on the 25th of July last. 

He first went on board the U. S. row galley Man- 
ly, capt. W. Saunders, in February, 1779, which 
vessel cruised up and down the Chesapeake. He 
was afterwards transferred, with the same com- 
mander and crew, on board the United States brig 
Jcfferson and ship Tartar; continued in the service, 
till Feb. 1780, when he left it and went to the West 
Indies. From, that time to 1790, he performed 
twenty three voyages to the West Indies from 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and Virginia, when he 
eame to Boston, and has sailed out of this port ever 
since above stated. 

During the whole period since the year 1779, he 
has been dismasted twice only, shipwrecked once— 
the last voyage;—once taken prisoner by the Spa- 
niards on the coast of California, and once by the 
Indians on the northwest coast, 

He enjoys fine health, hasa very strong memory, 

relufes the incidents of his life with great minute- 
ness and accuracy. Probably no other person ever 
performed so many voyages round the world. He 
knew of one person, a black man, who died at the 
Marquesas islands on his eighth voyage, but no 
other who had performed so many.’’ 








Literary Curiosity. 


FROM THE NATIONAL GAZETTE. 


osity. It is a supposed Indian oration on the death of 
com. Decatur, written by a female now confined for 
insanity in the cells of the Philadelphia alms-house. 
This unhappy person being asked by the keeper 
whether she would take pleasure in reading, an- 
swered in the affirmative; and added that she would 
also gladly compose on any subject which might be 
suggested. She has written several pieces of a re- 
markable character, besides the following, which 
will, I think, be admired as an ingenious allegory, 
conveying an excellent moral. . 

! INDIAN ORATION, : 
On the death of commodore Decatur, 
Composed by Mrs. S*****, in the cells of the alms- 

house. 

The warrior of the water is gone to the land of 
spirits, and the ghosts of his fathers rejoice not in 
_ coming—for he came not in the storm of bat- 
tle. 
The warrior of the waters was a great lion: when 
he rose in his rage, and shook himself, the green 
hills trembled: when in anger, he thundered with 
his voice, the storm did follow. He bounded over 
the waters, and the beasts of the other mountains 
hid with fear: He stretched his paw over the great 
waters, and gored the lion of the east. He was 
mighty and great as the Alleghany: he was strong 
and fierce as the torrents down the steeps of Nia- 
fara. Mighty and great he was: yet a little bee 
did overcome him. Public opinion was*a small bee, 
and the lion might have crushed it with his foot— 
but the little bee crept into the ear of the great lion 
aud stung him on the strings of life. The lion was 
vanquished, and the little bee yet lives and buzzes 
of his conquest. 
The warrior of the waters has gore to the land 
of spirits, and the ghosts of his fathers rejoice not 
in his coming—for he came not in the shroud of 
glory. 





The Auction Bill. 
SPEECH OF MR. BALDWIN, (OF PENN.) 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE U. S. ON 
THE BILL FOR LAYING A TAX ON SALES AT AUCTION, 
That the house may feel the necessity of this bill 
and the propriety of its detaiis, it will be proper 
to examine the nature and tendency of auction 
sales: when they are understood it will be a matter 
of surprise that they should have continued so long, 
and account for the almost numberless petitions 
which pray for its adoption, for the alarming situa- 
tion of the sea ports, the state of commerce, manu- 
factures, agriculture and revenue. It was deemed of 
great importance, in connection with the other bills 
reported by the committee, as without this they 
would be ineffectual—it has now become indispen- 
sable since the rejection of the last bill, by which 
the house has decided not to touch the custom- 
house credits. This system of auctionsis one which 
has been created by state laws, and presents in 
many of them a thing very unusual in this country, 
a monopoly which in no case ought to be favored, 
but discouraged when it is injurious to the commu- 
nity. In most of our large cities, the number of 
auctioneers is limited—they are commissioned by 
state authority, and no other persons are authorized 
to sell in this way. In New-York the number is 30, 
in Philadelphia 7; sales by public outcry must be 
made by them. If this mode of sale is for the con- 
venience or benefit of commerce, it is strange that 
a regulation, which thus confines it to a set of pr'- 
vileged men, should have been so long submitted 
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things to regulate themselves. They have, how- 
ever, continued without complaint, and serious in- 
conveniences were not felt till the peace in Europe 
opened new prospects for their commerce; the ex- 
clusionfrom the markets of the continent, compel- 
led the British merchants and manufacturers to 
make the most of ours. With anaccumulated stock, 
increasing beyond the regular demand--the expe- 
rience of the past and present affording no new 
hopes for the future—the continental system of 
their allies becoming more rigid as the good effects 
of it were becoming apparent to those nations who 
adopted it, they have been eacle-eyed to discern 
all the advantages which they could derive from 
our trade, our system of revenue and modes of 
sale, to make them the means of continuing their 
own establishments and business. That the means | 
employed should be ruinous to ours—that, what 
saves the one should destroy the other, is nota 
‘matter for their consideration; they deserve credit 
for their exertion to protect their own, and the in- 
clustry of their country, at the expense of ours: the 
blame must rest on us for permitting and not check- 
ing the evil where its extent isso general, its effects 
so injurious. If the foreigner was obliged to be at 
the same expense, to employ the same machinery 
in his operations as the American merchant and 
manufacturer, he would be obliged to come into 
our market on equal terms; tothe country at large 
it would make but little difference as to interest; 
there would be the same employment given to la- 
bor, the same market for produce, value to mate- 
rials, houses and stores; the same amount of taxes 
paid for the support of local and general govern- 
ments; these, added to the expenses of their estab- 
lishments at home, would be a serious obstacle to 
their pursuits, their operations here; remove them, 
the foreigner has all the advantage of our market 
without rendering the slighest benefit to the coun- 
try—this is effectually done by auction sales and 
custom-house credits. I allude to the latter, not to 
renew a discussion on a subject already decided, 
but to illustrate their tendency: goods are consign. 
‘ed to an agent or an auctioneer, are bonded, landed, 
sold at auction, the auctioneer a director of a bank, 
the notes well endorsed are discounted, commis- 
sions deducted, the proceeds remitted, with the ad- 
dition of duties, say 25 per cent. for which there is 
a credit of 8, 10 and 12 months, without interest; 
to say the least of it, the use of the amount of the 
cuties is more than equal to the charges of auc- 
tioneers and the expenses of shipment; it must be a 
bad sale which will not nett the price at the manu- 
fictory in England. 

The foreigner has his establishments at home— 
they must be kept up at all hazards, their burthens 
are more in proportion to their magnitude than the 
amount of sales, as the latter can be increased with- 
out adding to the expenses. The facilities afforded 
by our systems enable them to reap all the bene- 
fits of an establishment here, without its costs and 
risks, sure of sales at home, at a price as good at all 
events as our merchants can make, and with the 
same opportunity of profitting by the rise in the 
market-—-ours is almost the only one left to him; 
the trade is not sufficient to give employment to 
both ours and foreign merchants and capital; some 


niust be excluded, and unfortunately ours have | 


become the sufferers by the great temptations and 
inducements held out to those who do not reside 
here, and are enabled to carry on a profitable’ 
trade abroad, without adding to theif? expenses at 
home. The foreigner’s goods never remain on hand; 





he contracts no bad debts, is exposed te no egsu- 


alties, losses, or expenses, and is at no trouble to 
find out the state of our market as to the quality, 
quantity, and kind of geods required for our con- 
sumption. The American merchant, trom his know- 
ledge and experience, is enabled fo ascertain all 
these matters before he sends out his orders; when 
his bill is filled, there is a surplus—his information 
is the guide--his order points to the necessary in- 
formation. The foreigner ships on his own account; 
our market is filled with a supply double that of the 
demand‘; in the competition for sale, the foreigner 
must prevail; he can afford to sell at his price at 
the manufactory, and charges. Our merchant, who 
pays the price there, must have an: advance on his 
investment, and is subjected to the same charges, 
except the auctions, there he cannot compete, his 
goods must remain on hand, he continue idle, or 
send his goods to be sold at a certain loss. It is 
impossible to calculate with precision the ordinary 
expenses of a commercial establishment. From 
the information of the most experienced and re- 
spectable merchants, furnished after much reflec- 
tion and enquiry, I am confident that house and 
store rent, stationary, fuel, insurance, clerk hire, 
family expenses, taxes, bad debts, expenses of col- 
lection, fall in the price of goods remaining on band, 
will exceed ten per cent. on the amount of capital 
employed. I think it a low estimate—this is all 
saved to the foreigner. When he can thus add to 
his capital by custom-house loans, carry on trade 
without the ordinary expenses, it is not surprising 
that he shonld avail himself of these advantages, 
while an European peace continues. ‘lhe propor- 
tion of auction sales to private, of foreign to do- 
mestic, will increase—it has already become alarm- 
ing ¢o all the commercial cities. The petitions from 
Philadelphia tell you that four-fifths of auction sales 
are on forcign account: I appeal to gentlemen who 
represent others, if there is not the same propor- 
tion. This accounts at oncefor the rapid transition 
of the trade and commerce of the country from ours 
to foreign merchants. Trace it in its consequences 
through society, you will find none exempt from 
suffering; realize the time which is fast approach. 
ing, when your importations are on foreign account, 
eight or ten auctioneers doing the business of your 
sea ports; leave the interest of manufactures out of 
view as unworthy of notice, but look to other classes, 


other occupations in and -around your great cities; 


contemplate the scene of desolation that opens to 
your view, then console your'selves, if you can, with 
the reflection: “it is better somewhere else;’’ 
others flourish, though we are destroyed. 

It is worth while to look to other effects uf auc- 
tion sales, which have now swelled into an extent 
and grown into a system which not only impove- 
rishes but cheats and defrauds the people, to an ex- 
tent not easily calculated. Information, from a 
rentleman of great respectability and intelligence, 
who has been employed three years in a great auc. 
tion house, and who speaks from his actual obser- 
vation, enables me to say that the difference be- 
tween ordergoeds, (sent for by our merchants), and 
auction goods, (consigned by foreigners), isat least 
20 percent. Artfully made and carefully packed, 
none but good judges can discriminate; the mass 
of purchasers, in the hurry and confusion of an 
auction sale, are tnable to compare and judge. 
They are allured by a low price; as they buy 'to 
sell again, profit, and not quality, is the great ob- 
ject; the country is filled with worthless articles, 
and however great the fraud, I find, from this ad. - 
verusement, that “damag«-s must be applied for in 
six daysfrom the sale;”’ “sizes aud width of the goous 
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are copied from the invoices but are not warrant- 
ed,” is another condition of these sales; here is 
another reason opened why auction goods are 
cheap: they are made-for this kind of sale—manu- 
Sactured to meet these conditions. 1 am told that, in 
private sales of broad cloth, five per cent. is allow- 
ed for short measure; that is, if a piece measures 
twenty yards, you pay for nineteen. ‘This tells me, 
if the piece contains nineteen yards, you pay for 
twenty at auction, making a difference of ten per 
cent. I am not enough initiated to know how much 
is gained in the width, an inch or two would be no- 
ticed but a little, but would count in the cost a good 
deal. I have heard, too, of such things as puffs em- 
ployed, and sham sales to the KNOWING ONES to regu- 
late the price to the simple ones, and other et ceteras 
tootedious toenumerate. Among many other means 
of injuring our manufactures, is the practice of 
making goods of a bad quality in exact imitation of 
doinestic, so that they may have a bad reputation in 
the market, and suffer in comparison with the fo- 
reign; the difference is not discerned by common 
observation, and is known only when the articles 
come into use. | 
It is difficult to ascertain the amount of auction 
snles; in New-York the duties paid to the state the 
Just year, were 141,000 dollars. But the mode of 
conducting them does not make it necessary to re- 
turn all sales; such, for instance, as are made by the 
partners of the auctioneers, which are regulated by 
the sale at auction of a number of packages sufh- 
cient to fix the price of a large quantity. I find it 
is common to advertise A. B. auctioneer, C. D. 
commission merchant. Sales by the latter are not 
returned in the amount of duties. It is probably 
not overrating them in that place at 15,000,000 a 
veary the greater part by not more than ten auc- 
tioneers. In the first three months of the present 
year, about 10,000 packages of dry goods were 
sold at auction; in the first fifteen days of this month, 
about 2,000. Connect this with the fact that three 
fourths of the importations are on foreign account, 
and an idea may be formed of the extent and gene- 
-ral mischief of these sales. I need not dilate on 
the consequences of business being thus almost 
monopolised by a few—the country glutted with 
worthless goods—every class of society, except the 
auctioneer, suffering severely and calling on you 
for redress. If these complicated evils were tem. | 
porary, if the evils themselves were diminishing, 
there would be less reason for your interference. 
But the reverse, in all respects, is true. Do not 
rely on my statements, or on the documents to 
hich you have been referred; ask those who are 
daily witnesses of the progress of this wide spread. 
ing ruin--look to the petitions which come to you 
from tens of thousands of your citizens; not manu- 
tacturers merely, but merchants, mechanics, own- 
ers of houses and ships, all join in deprecating a 
common calamity. Injurious as auctions are to the 
great interest of the country, it is not intended to 
abolish or prohibit them; the bill proposes a duty 
of ten per cent. on manufactured articles, and will 
not put the American and foreign merchants on 
terms of fair and equal compétition. The foreign- 
er can afford to pay this to avcid the numerous ex- 
penses which would attend his residence among us, 
in managing private sales; this I feel justified in 
saying from the almost unanimous opinion of those 
best conversant with the subject. With cash pay- 
ment of the duties, it would no doubt, for the pre- 
sent, have considerably checked and perhaps ulti- 
mately have stopped them. But, with the present 





credits, the effect will be but little felt as tending 





toa prohibition. It is to be hoped it will lessen 
them, and give a fair proportion of the sales to our 
own citizens; it will be, at all events, a tax to that 
amount—an offset to the numerous and great facili- 
ties now afforded to foreign importations and sales; 
the importer, manufacturer, and the treasury will 
participate in the benefits, An additional duty of 
five per cent. is proposed when the sale is in quan- 
tities less than they were imported. ‘his is neces- 
sary for the protection of the small dealers and re- 
tailers. Auctioneers now sell by the yard as well 
as the piece, and aim at a perfect monopoly as well 
as the capitalist or the small trader; it cannot be 
necessary to dwell on the propriety of imposing 
a heavy tax, if not an effectual prohibition, on 
this part of the system. ‘Though the petitions all 
concur in asking a duty of ten per cent. on all 
auction sales, without regard to the kind of goods, 
we have not extended it to such as are imported by 
our own merchants, and do not interfere with the 
fair competition between ours and foreign manu- 
factures. On all articles not manufactured, it is pro- 
posed to impose two, and on American manufac- 
tures one per cent.; these are forrevenue. The 
former auction duty produced about 800,000 dol- 
lars a year; that, too, during the war, when there 
were but few imported goods in the country; this 
will probably produce a much larger amount, and 
I hope will remove objections which have been 
made to the other bills, by those who are alarmed 
at the state of the treasury, and object to the mea- 
sures proposed by the committee as tending to im- 
pair it. We have in all of them connected this 
with our other objects, consistently with the plan 
first avowed—to protect the industry of the nation 
against foreign competition, then tax it its fair pro- 
portion of the public burthens. I hope it may not 
be deemed injurious to commerce, as it is called 
for by the almost unanimous voice of the merchants 
as necessary for their assistance; or to agriculture, 
as without it the sea-ports will be depopulated and 
its only remaining market taken away; and to maru- 
factures I need not say the measure is without its im- 
portance: as it can injure no interest, is called for by 
all, perhaps it may escape the fate of the last one, 
and at least one thing be done by general concur- 
rence. Ifa measure like this cannot be adopted, I 
shall indeed despair of any relief for the distresses of 
the people; it seems to me that no one ought to, or 
can be willing to permit this thing to regulate itself; 
if an evil of this magnitude cannot be checked, go- 
vernment isalmost an useless burthen; if the inte- 
rests which are prostrated by auction sales are not 
worthy of protection, I know of none that are. 
Iam aware of one ground of opposition to this 
bill which arises from the revenue derived by the 
states of New-York and Pennsylvania, and perhaps 
some others, from these sales. It is a matter of re- 
gret that the general good should call for a mea- 
sure injurious to any part of the union; but it would 
be a source of still deeper, that local interest should 
prevent its adoption. Asa mere revenue bill, or 
as one tending to the benefit of only one class or 
body of men, I would deem it a duty to the state 
which I in part represent, to oppose the diminution 
of its revenues at a time when its treasury requires 
every aid. But I would be an unworthy represen- 
tative of that great and disinterested state, if, how- 
ever dear its interests may be to me, I would not 
yield to considerations of general concern. As a 
part of a general system for the protection of na- 
tional industry, this measure has become indispen- 
sable; it is not the character of the state, it is not 
the ‘wish of its representatives, to prefer local to 
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general objects; the sacrifice will, however, be but 
nominal-—the merchants, protected and enabled by 
this bill to prosecute their business, will cheerfully 
pay, by a tax on licenses to sell foreign goods, the 
same revenue now derived from auctions if their 
amount should be diminished. But Iam abundantly 
satisfied that it will be much less than is feared. 
The long credits of the custom-house will be found 
to amply compensate for the duty and auction sales. 

he former are the cause, the latter the effect. As we 
have been unable to diminish them, the only re- 
gource is now in this measure, which it is doubly 
incumbent on you to adopt and to guard against all 
evasion. When a system has grown to the extent 
of this, when it has so far attained to a monopoly, 
that, as I am informed from most respectable autho- 
rity, the profits of one auction firm have exceeded 
100,000 dollars a yeur, it is to be expected that 
great efforts will be made to counteractand evade 
the provisions of a law calculated to impair the ex- 
tent of their operations. On this subject great pains 
have been taken by the committee in the details of 
the bill, and we believe they will be efficient. 

I find gentlemen from all parts of the union agree 
as to the state and condition of our commerce; if 1 
have been mistaken in assigning the causes, they 
are called on to correct me, and assign the true 
ones. If this bill will not check its embarrassments, 
to say what will. They willrememberthat auctions 
are a regulation of commerce, on the part of the 
states, by making public sales a monopoly in the 
hands of afew; if it is a convenient mode of selling, 
it ought to be free and open to all; if otherwise, let 
it be a source of revenue, a mean of equalizing sales 
on foreign and American account—shaped and con- 
troled so as to promote, and not be permitted to 
destroy, the general good. ‘Though these sales are 
not the u'timate, they are the operating cause of 
most of the distress which is now so general. Con- 
nected with, and asa consequence of, long credits, 
they are the instruments which fill the country with 
foreign goods of a bad quality and low price, de- 
stroying competition, either by the maglufacturer or 
merchant—enabling a few to do the business of 
thousands—drawing from us all our resources, giv- 
ing employment and activity to none. To balance 
these evils, there is but oneadvantage, which might 
formerly exist,but haslongsince ceased: the diminu- 
tion of the price tothe consumer. Itis well known 
and generally admitted, that the difference in price 
iS Not equal.to the difference in quality and mea- 
sure; the apparent loss to the importer is a real 
gain; the apparent gain to the purchaser a real 
Joss, These reasons would justify a total prohibi- 
tion, and the time may not be distant when this 
will become necessary. Auction sales must be 
checkee; if this bill should pass, we can find, from 
its effects, whether the duties ought to be lessened 
orincreased; the general effects on all classes of the 
community, are such as I think ought to unite us 
allin going, at least, to the extent proposed; it will 
enable us to ascertain the sources of the general de- 
pression; if this is not the proper remedy, experi- 
€nce will point it out---till some other causes are as- 
signed, some other cures proposed, I must feel it 
my duty to pressthe adoption of this. 

It is very unpleasant to be obliged to differ from 
those who are friendly to this bill, as to its effects; 
as it is one which was called for principally by the 
petitions of merchants, great pains have been taken 
to acquire from them such information as would 
enable the committee to unite theirs with the ma- 
nufacturing interest. It was not intended to pro- 


allowed to speak with confidence, arising, not from 
conjecture, but facts and: assurances, the result of 
accurate calculations, furnished from sources en- 
titled to the most perfect credit. I defend it as a 
measure necessary to place the American merchant 
on fair competition in our market; as necessary to 
prevent the introduction and consumption of infe- 
rior goods, deficient in measure as well as quality; 
to diminish the temptation to purchase that which is 
nominally cheap, but really dear; to prevent the 
country from being so completely overstocked as to 
repress all efforts to bring our own fabrics into com- 
petition with foreign---not as an exclusion of the 
foreigner or foreign goods, from a fair chance on 
equal terms. Competition is the security of the 
people from imposition, but it cannot exist where 
there is a monopoly. One gentleman speaks of 2 
monopoly of selling cheap, as one to be favored: if 
such a monopolist will give any assurance that he 
will continue to sell thus cheap, when he has the 
complete command of the market, there may be 
some reason to permit him to enjoyit. But let the 
foreign merchant and manufacturer once put down 
the domestic, let them command the supply of the 
country, and competition will cease; one year’s 
profits will make up for all former losses. If the 
foreigner’s extortions should again raise our estab - 
lishments, so as to create some competition, he will 
for a time reduce his prices till our manufacturers, 
tired of the endless fluctuation, will forever aban- 
don them in despair. There must be a system, 
steady and uniform in its operations; some general 
measures by which the faith of the nation will be 
pledged to support its true interests, not growing 
out of a policy which merely resorts to temporary 
expedients for raising revenue, and changes with 
all its ebbs and flows. Manufactories are the work 
of time; their perfection is progressive and gradual; 
those concerned cannot invest, withdraw, and re- 
invest their capital to suit every surplus or deficit 
in your treasury. Every consideration should incuce 
you to give them no encouragement, afford them no 
protection, or to give it to the extent of the na- 
tional objects which require it---the state of your 
commerce points this out as the only means of its 
safety: your shipping and importing merchants 
want some assurance from you, that they will not 
be abandoned and their interest sacrificed, by your 
refusal to shape your systems according to the 
events which control their operation. Examine the 
petitions which call for this law; look to the conse- 
quences which merchants tell you will inevitably 
flow from auction sales, if they continue uncontrol- 
led or undisturbed: they call on you to reguiate 
them as the only means by which they can be re- 
stored to employment. You have refused to go to 
the sources of the cause which produces the effects 
which they deprecate; you must now aii at the 
effects themselves. In doing it in the manner pro 
posed by this bill, you aid al] the great interests of 
the nation in the only mode which is practicable 
and efficient. It will secure to agriculture a mar- 
ket, to your merchants your trade, and remove one 
great impediment to. the success of our manufac- 
tures---call it encouragement if you please, it is 
necessary: they have struggled long, and hard; 
their importance has not been duly estimated. Now 
in their decline they require permanent, not tem- 
porary, but efficient support, though not injurious 
'to the country. Gentlemen, who complain so much 
of the measures we have recommended, have not 
taken the trouble to examine our present systems, the 
great encouragement to foreign importations which 





hibit auction sales, and that it will not---I must be 


they hold out, and the powerful obstacles they pre- 
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sent to our industry. The measures we have pro- 
posed are no more than are necessary to enable our 
manufacturers to come into fair and equal competi- 
tion; but if they gain the entire command of the 
home market, we have abundant evidence of the 
salutary effects of such a measure. I must again 
refer the house to the fact, that the high duties on 
coarse cottons have nearly, if not wholly, excluded 
the foreign article; the domestic competitien has 
improved the quality, and diminished the price:— 
they are now made at a price less bv nearly one- 
half thanthey ever were imported. I state the fact 
with perfect confidence; no one willorcancontradict 
it; it is confessedly true. With evidence of this 
conclusive kind to answer them, I hope gentlemen 
will not insist that the encouragement of our manu- 
factures is a bounty to the few at the expense of 
the many; that domestic monopoly will tend to in- 
crease the price to the consumer. Facts like these, 
and practical observations of their effects, are the 
best means of testing measures of national policy 
—that command of the market encourages the com- 
petition and reduces the price, we have now ascer- 
tained by a fair experiment for four years; can there 
be a better reason offered for so modifying our sys- 
tem as to embrace other articles which are neces- 
- sary for our comfort and wants? In adopting a prin- 
ciple which has produced the same results where- 
ever it has been brought into operation, we can cer- 
tainly be exposed to no risks; but .f we abandon it+ 
leave foreign bounties, custom house credits and auc- 
tion sales, to operate without restriction or coun- 
ter action, are you not trusting to theories which no 
other nation has followed but ours, which we are 
now called on, by the strongest expressions of pub- 
lc opinicn, the most alarming evidences of general 
distress, to explode? When you complain of the 
extravagant protection asked for our industry, look 
to your own laws for the almost boundless encou- 
ragement offered to foreign. If your custom-house 
hbounkes must continue, if your accumulated regu- 
lations to favor imports are too sacred to be touched, 
at least tax, and tax highly, those monopolists, those 
monopolising sales, made such by state authority, 
which take from our.own citizens, not only all 
chance of competing in the manufacturing, but the 
distribution of the articles of consumption. In pre- 
tending to guard alike the great interests of the 
country, preserve at least the semblance of impar- 
tiality. If one of yours, or any state system, gives 
a bounty or a premium to foreign industry over 
ours, check and countervail it, if no farther, at all 
events soas to equalize, to afford some competition. 
In your zeal to guard against a domestic, do not 
create a foreign monopoly—in putting it out of the 
power of manufacturers to continue their establish- 
ments, for fear of excessive profits, are you sure 
that the merchants will not avail themselves of the 
power you thus give them—I am not aware of any 
greater security from imposition by them. 

We are told of ten per cent. as the regular mer- 
csntile profit on foreign importations. I had thought 
the rule was what an article would bear, depending 
on the quantity and demand; that those were the 
standard by which to estimate and class the profits; 
the gentleman surely could not have referred to the 
Jast war, and he will find himself as far mistaken, in 
calculating profits at ten per cent. if there is once 
a command of the market by those whoare neither 
bound to the government or people of this country 
by any tie or obligation. Let me again ask the 
gentlemen if they prefer a foreign to a domestic 
monopoly; the supply of our market to be in the 





hands of those who are identified with the prosperi- | 


ty of the nation, or those who can prosper only by 
our adversities. This bill is necessary to guard 
against such a monopoly, by enabling our merchants 
to compete with foreign; this is its great object; it. 
is not a manufacturing bill, though important a. 
part of a system for the for the protection of that 
interest; its operation may not be very decisive.— 
The great cause of the declension of domestic in- 
dustry is the extent of foreign importations, the 
supplying the demands of the country from foreign 
sources—not the made of selling or the persons who 
sell, whether at auction or private sale; if our sup- 
ply must be from abroad, you will see how little 
will be the gains to manufactures, by changing the 
distribution from one set of merchants to another 
—but, as a part ofa great system necessary to guard 
all the industry of the nation, to put heavy clogs 
on sales which are destroying all, I hope you will 
see the necessity of itsadoption. Gentlemen may 
talk as they please about the necessary hostility be. 
tween agriculture, commerce and manufactures; 
but in their zeal against the latter they are sure to 
injure the former—look round the country, you 
find them all alike depressed by the same causes; 
trace their progress in other nations; they go hand 
in hand, mutually giving and receiving support—+ 
the universal sentiment of the people, expressed in 
their toasts on all national festivals, “agriculture, 
commerce and manufactures,” has arisen from ex- 
perience and observation of their intimate connec. 
tion ina firm and permanent state of things. The 
time has been when, during the twenty five years of 
the tornado in Europe, the wants by other nations of 
our produce, as well as carriers for their own, 
held out such inducements to agriculture and com. 
merce as made us overlook manufactures, and think 
their prosperity inconsistent with a ficurishing com- 
merce. The unexampled continuance of this state 
of things has led us to believe it the natural course 
of events, which is only checked by a peace; to re- 
sort to expedients of all kinds to keep off a system 
which our distresses will make inevitable; to trust 
to vain and illusory hopes ofa recurrence of events 
beyond all human probability; disregarding expe-' 
rience, the conviction of reason, and the embarrass- 
ments which now reach every man in the commu- 
nity.—No gentleman can point out an injury which 
this bill will do to any interest in the country; L un- 
derstand the source of the opposition, it tends ta 
bene‘it manufactures; the friends of commerce 
ought to pause before they carry the opposition too 
far. The effects of auction sales have become alarm- 
ing; they threaten todepopulate two of your proud- 
est commercial cities; all classes join in their peti- 
tions; though these evils may not be so severely felt 
in other places, I beg gentlemen, who represent 
them, to.remember, that the evil has become firmly 
fixed, is rapidly spreading, and will soon reach 
them. They must not indulge in fancied security 
for themselves, or feel indifference for the distres- 
ses of their neighbors, not of one class or interest, 
but all. This bill is necessary to save our commerce 
and merchants; it is astonishing to me that it can 
be opposed by those who profess to be their friends, 
Cannot they judge for themselves; do not their pe- 
titions speak to you in a language which you will 
believe? The tariff was opposed, and the custom 
house bill defeated, because they were thought un- 
favorable to commerce. I now cali onthe gentle- 
men to show their sincerity in advocating this bill, 
which is imperiously called for, more for the pro- 
tection of that interest than any other, by at least 
nine-tenths of the merchants of New York, Philadel- 
phia and Baltimore;—from the interior and west 
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the call has not been so imperious—the evil has not 
and can never be so deeply felt. If our manufac- 
tures are to be prostrated; if the credits on lands 
are to be taken away, and yours continued on im- 


ported goods; if we are to be the mere consumers 








of the produce of other countries; the commercial 
interests must reflect well on the mighty impor- 
tance to us of checking auction sales; of the danger 
of arraying itself against a strong and growing inte- 
terest; we are in our infancy; but it will soon be 
manhood. You éan easily trace the march of wealth 
and power—it istothe west. It was one of the ear- 
liesi lessons I was taught, to conciliate and be on 
good terms with boys—they will soon be men: let 
me recommend this lesson to the commercial oppo- 
nents of this bill and point their attention to the 
nextcensus. This, ofall others, is a time for union, 
for common action; each must give up something 
to save all from the ruinous effects of your present 
systems. Jive and let live, is a good rule for indi- 
viduals and should be adopted by legislators. Here 
is a measure of a national character; it will bene- 
fit allinterests for which any of us are concerned, 
though not in the same degree; we must not calcu- 
late the proportions, but only whether it is not ne- 
cessary and indispensable—it is not the less inte- 
resting to me because itis peculiarly beneficial for 
merchants; goaded, abused, as I have been, it shall 
not provoke me to bostility; the allusions I have 
made must not be called the language of threats, 
but taken as the caution and advice of a friend.— 
Commerce, no more than manufactures, can sup- 
port itself against foreign competion and your in- 
difference; it requires legislative aid, which must 
be freely and liberally afforded, not for its exclusive 
benefit and the injury of other interests equally’ 
interesting; it requires none such, for there is in 
this country one community of interests: national 
measures will promote and save all alike. The 
commerce of the nation cannot be benefitted by 
measures that will destroy the agriculture and ma- 
nufactures; they are its only materials: they rest too 
on commerce as the only means of distributing 
their products: sensible of this, the committee 
feel a consciousness that they have been true to 
these principles—that their measures have not been 
partial in their design, or, if adopted, will prove so 
in their operation. They, at all events, must be 
exempted from this charge. Though convenient 
and useful for the protection of manufactures, the 
general principles and details will be found to be 
cautiously devised forthe protection and benefit of 
the American merchant, and I believe have met 
with their general and unqualified approbation.— 
Though eminating from a committee of manufac- 
tures, it has excited no jealous fears except in this 
house—there is no alarm in the sea ports; it is 
strange to me there is any here; still stranger, when 
I see the quarter from which it comes. While there 
isa disposition to make a common cause, to do 
as much for one as the other interests of the coun- 
iry, let me entreat gentlemen to cultivate and avail 
themselves of this generous feeling; to abandon the 
dglusive hopes which, contrary to their own con- 
victions, they stillindulge. Commerce is not and 
will not be what it was—it has departed from us, 
and can only be reclaimed by legislation—sannot 


regulate itself; has been destroyed for the want of 


regulations which this bill calls for. It must not 
be opposed because it contains protection to others 
— commerce ought not to be the exclusive, though 
a principal, object of our care: we must look for 
the causes which have given it a proud pre-emi- 


been ina long fever, an unnatural state of excite- 
ment, buoyed up by foreign aid; now it is met by 
foreign competition, the natural, obvious effects of 
a general peace, which wil! be more and more felt 
by its continuance: to resume the sphere of its for- 
mer action has become impossible; to open new 
ones, to retain what is left, otiver Means must be re- 
sorted to, than to rely on the expectation of events 
which can neverhappen. Tire supremacy of come , 
merce has passed—it is our imperious duty to aid 
and protect it, but not to make it the sole object of 
our concern; if its friends urge and persist in these 
pretensions, they must look to the consequences. 
Hitherto the country has united in its support, let 
it not be spoiled by indulgence; its operations ex- 
amined too minutely, and its extravagant preten- 
sions to exclusive protection unite against it the 
two other great classes of society—I am anxious to 
avoid, to avert these dangers; to take advantage of 
this time to adopt salutary national measures, ne- 
cessary for the general welfare---you cannot, with- 
out ruin to all, separate the great sources of nation- 
al wealth and power---you must recur to princi- 
ples applicable to your present situation, and make 
allowances for the changes in our relations with 
other nations---these will account fur the: state cf 
our agriculture, commerce and manufactures, and 
ought to convince you of the duty of immediate ac- 
tion. For myself I much regret that any excitement 
should have been caused by the measures offered 
for your adoption; that there should be thought to 
be any hostility between the great interests which 
I think alike deserving of support; if there is any it 
is beyond my perception---not only unseen but un- 
feltbyme. If these measures are defeated, or kept 
off till public distress forces their enactment; if 
there should be then a disposition, in what must 
some day be the preponderating interest of the 
country, to act alone for itself, 1 beg the house to 
remember that such a disposition is not to be found 
in these bills; that it has not been avowed or evinced 
by me; that I here pnblicly deprecate such a spirit, 
and in a warning voice entreat others not to indulge 
it. | 


Legislature of Massachusetts. 
Extract from the speech of Gov. Brooks to both bran- 
ches of the lezislature, June 6, 1820. 

But the welfare of the state, I am aware, is not 
wholly under your controul. Its prospsrity may 
be promoted or impaired by causes extraneous to 
its local authorities and institutions. The right of 
regulating commerce is exclusively vested in the 
government of the United States, and the people of 
this states are deeply interested in the administra- 
tion of that great branch of political economy and_ 
national revenue. The interests of Massachusetts 
are essentially agricultural and commercial. Do- 
mestic manufactures, upon which immense labor is 
bestowed, have grown up, and interwoven, with 
agritulture. The mechanic arts, which now give 
lucrative employment to a vast proportion of the 
population of this state, have sprung spontaneously 
trom the wants, and have thrivenand multiplied in 
proportion to the increased numbers and wealth of 
the people. Agriculture, navigation, and com- 
merce, maintain an intimate relation with the me- 
chanic arts; they mutually sustain and are support- 
ed by each other. Hitherto, conformable to the 
genius and maxims of free republican governments, 
all the departments of-.industry have been equally 
protected by the laws. ‘The destination of labor 
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dividuals; and in thisfreedom of choice our liberty 
greatly consigts, We are characterized by no Asia- 
tic casts, nor degraded into villanage by the tyran- 
ny of feudal laws, but the citizens of our republic, 
having equal constitutional rights, are “entitled to 
equal protection in the pursuit of happiness. 
From the earliest period of the history of the 
eople of this state, industry appears to have 
¢en a prominent trait of character, accompani- 
ed by a talent of judiciously applying its pow- 
ers to the purposes of subsistence and accumula- 
tion. The primitive fathers of Massachusetts 
brought with them, in their pilgrimage, a moderate 
capital, and a good knowledge of the arts of life. If 
the greater part of their number were engaged 
in bringing forward their sarvionioeerel settlements, 
others were no less assiduously employed in conci- 
liating the good will of the savages with a view to 
the fur trade, or exploring the coast for the ulterior 
a op pf establishing fisheries and commerce,— 
hilst the utmost scope was thus given to enter- 
prize, they prosecuted their most weighty concerns 
with consummate wisdom and eminent success.— 
And it is but paying a just tribute of respect to the 
memory of our reverend progenitors to acknow- 
ledge, that to their good sénse in giving directions 
to industry and capital, totheir pious and patriotic in- 
stitutions, and to theircorrectand economical habits, 
we are indebted for many of our most substantial en- 
joyments. This ancient metropolis, so long greet- 
ed asthe cradle of American liberty; our university, 
that rich nursery of literature and science, whose 
origin is inscribed on the first pages of Massachu- 
setts’ history; many of the towns and villages which 
adorn our sea Coast, are among the beloved monu- 
ments of the enterprize, and the wisdom, and the 
patriotism of our venerated ancestors. 

*The gifts of nature are distributed with an un- 

eparing hand, by one common parent, but in vari- 
ous forms and in different proportions, over every 
section of the earth. Products, which are denied 
to some, are bestowed on others in great profusion. 
‘Yhose objects which excite the keenest thirst of 
avarice every where, are imparted only to particu- 
Jar regions; although every known portion of the 
globe is possessed of some peculiar product of more 
intrinsic value than the precious metals. In this 
diversity are to be found the elements of commerce; 
which, being modified and preserved by human in- 
genuity, become the object of desire and exchange, 
and common sources of enjoyment tothe whole hu- 
man family, And I may add, that while the com- 
mercial intercourse of nations serves to multiply 
the means of subsistence, and the objects of taste 
and convenience, it tends to humanize the original 
gavageness of our nature, and to make man the 
friend and auxiliary of man. 

But reciprocity is the vital principle of commerce. 
The idea is not for a mqment to be sustained, that 
a nation should be able to avail itself of the pro- 
ducts of others, without being able in some form to 
pay anequivalent. Nor is the doctrine to be admit- 
ted, that a nation may be rich, and great, and pros- 
perous, and happy, by immuring itself within its 
own boundaries, and consuming on its own necessi- 
ties the fruits of its labor. The whole history of hu- 
man affairs is opposed to such an hypothesis. Gain 
is the only unfailing incitement to industry. Labor, 
graduated by the same hope of competent subsis- 
tence, must, besides exposing the Jaborer to evils 
arising from accidents and unpropitious seasons, 
become languid and spiritless, and, being conduct- 
ed with apathy, will probably terminate in suffering 


gate of the wealth of individuals, which is great, 
or otherwise, in the ratio of its exchangeable value, 
It requires no formal induction of reasoning to show, 
that as every state and nation is endowed with dis- 
tinctive advantages, its prosperity must depend on 
the use made of those advantages, and in their be- 
ing developed by a judicious application of indus- 
try. In proportion as itidustry is thus applied, will 
be its power of accumulation, and the amount of 
surplus above consumption goes to form the mer- 
cantile capital of the state, It is not intended to be 
iciamated, that the exchangeable products of a 
state arise exclusively from agricultural exces3, nor 
that the commerce of nations consists in a specific 
exchange of their respective commodities. It is far 
otherwise. Capital may be generated by every 
possible modification of labor, and extensive inter- 
nal commerce is known to exist with little or no di- 
rect barter of local products. 

Hence the unspeakable importance of commerce 
to the people of Massachusetts. Denied a genial 
climate anda prolific soil, many thousands of them 
are compelled to seek their sustenance from the 
ocean, and to become carriers of the wealth of 
others. Circumstances favorable for ship-building, 
for navigation, for the fisheries of every description, 
and for the formation of seamen, having presented 
themselves to their choice, have led to great in- 
tenseness of industry; which, by the involutions of 
commerce, has been converted into wealth. The 
official statements of the United States treasury 
department, sufficiently establish the importance of 
the navigation and commerce of Massachusetts, 
not only as branches of political economy, but as 
sources of public revenue. Fora number of years 
past, we learn, by official documents, that one third 
part of the tonnage of the United States has been 
owned by the citizens of this state; and that the 
exports of foreign produce, the last year, exceeded 
by a large amount the exports of any other state in 
the union, 

Whilst, then, the interests of navigation and com- 
merce must be peculiarly dear to the citizens of 
this state, as means of subsjstence, they have strong 
claims to the patronage of the national government 
as sources of income. The circumstances of the 
United States, at all times, require no inconsidera- 
ble revenue; and experience has shewn that reve- 
nue, derived from a judicious rate of imposts, of al] 
others, is the most certain, and the most easily paid. 
Excessive restrictions on trade lessen the amount 
of imposts and induce a resort to direct taxes, which 
the people will be less able to pay, as the products 
of agriculture shall be reduced in value by the di, 
minution of commerce. 

A just government will be disposed to do equal 
justice to all its citizens, and tp aftord equal encou- 
ragement to every branch of useful labor, And the 
utmost impulse being thus given to industry, the 
general prosperity and happiness may be expected 
to ensue. 








U. S. Nayal Fraternal Association, 


We recently noticed a meeting of delegates from 
seyeral of the naval stations of the United States, 
at New-York, for the purpose of forming a cha- 
ritable association for the relief of the families of 
deceased officers; and have since been favored 
with a copy of their proceedings. As it may be 
useful to many, we give the constitution at length; 
premising that after it was adopted, the following 
gentlemen were provisionally appointed to exe- 








and ruin, The wealth of a nation is but the aggre- 


cute the duties of the board of directors; 
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Commodore Jsaac Huil,* mastef commandant John 
H. Elion, major John M. Gamble, marine corps; 
lieutenant Dawd Connor, doctor Edward Cutbush, 
yeverend Cheever Felch, purser Robert C. Luda, 
surgeon’s mate Frederick P,. Markham, sailing mas- 
ter Francis Mallaby, midshipman Franklin Bu- 
chanan. 3 





Constitution of the United States Naval Fraternal 
Association, for the relief of the fumilies of deceased 
officers. \ 

Ata convention of delegates, appointed by the 
officers of the navy and marine corps, for the pur- 
pose of organizing an association for the relief and 
support of the families of deceased officers, hoklen 
on boardthe United States’ ship Washington, in the 
harbor of New-York, the following constitution was 
made and adopted; : 

The officers of the United States’ naval service 
being associated in the same duties and dangers, 
and bound to each other by long intimacies, like 
interests and personal friendships, cannot but re- 
gard the families of each other, as having claims for 
mutyal and united protection. Considering the 
liability of the families of officers to lose their na- 
tural protectors, from whom they had derived their 
support, and desirous of guarding against the pe- 
cuniary distresses of the families of their brethren, 
the officers of the navy and marine corps do volun- 
tarily unite in a fraternal association for the protec- 
tion, support and relief of families who may be 
placed in such circumstances as to require aid, 

To accomplish, in a systematical and permanent 
manner, so desirable an object, they do make and 
subscribe the following constitution as the basis ot 
the association, and the form of goyernment which 
shall direct its operations: 

ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 1. This society shall be known by the name 
and title of “The United States Naval Fraternal 
“Association, for the relief of the families of deceased 
officers.” 

Sec. 2. It shall be composed of such commission- 
ed officers in the navy and marine corps, and such 
sailing masters and midshipmen as shall have at- 
tained the age of eighteen years, who shall volun- 
tarily subscribe the constitution of the society and 
pay the fee of admittance. 

Sec. 3S. Any officer now in service entitled to be- 
come a member, who shall not avail himself of the 
privilege within six months after being in the coun- 
try, or any officer entering the service hereafter 
who shall not become a member within one month 
after being entitled to membership, shall not be 
admitted unless by ballot of the board of directors. 

Sec. 4. No officer shall become a member unless 
he pav the amount of the assessments and interest 
which would have accrued thereon from the time 
that he might have become a member. 

Sec. 5. Any officer on paying «ne hundred and 
fifty dollars shall be considered a member for life, 
and shall be exempted from any further assessments. 

Sec. 6. The board of directors shall have the 
power of making honorary members of such dis- 
tinguished citizens of the United States as may ex- 
press a desire of joining the association, who shall 
be entitled to vote in the concerns of the society. 

Sec. 7. Each member shall receive a diploma, 
certifying bis membership, signed by the president 
and secretary. 

*Commodore Chauncey was first chosen, but de- 
clining to serve, commodore Hu/i was unanimously 





Sec. 8. Any member neglecting to pay the as- 
sessments for one year, (unless absent from the 
country), or neglecting to pay when called on after 
a delinquency of six months, shall forfeit his mem- 
bership. 

Sec. 9. Any member who shall leave the navy 
with honor, shall be considered a member so fong 
as he pays his assessments, and he shall be entitled 
to all privileges, except being eligible as a direetor. 

Sec. 10. Every officer who shall be dismissed the 
service of the United States, by the sentence of a 
court martial, shall not be entitled to a vote, nor 
shall he meet the society on any occasion; but as 
this asgociation is based upon principles of pure 
benevolence, if a person so circumstanced shall 
continue to pay his quarterly fees, his family shall 
be equally entitled with the families of members to 
all the advantages of the association. 

Sec. 11. Any member shall be at liberty to with- 
draw whenever he shall signify such a wish to the 
board of directors. 

ARTICLE It. 

Sec. 1. The management of all the conceras of 
the association shall be vested in a board of direc- 
tors, consisting of one from each grade of officers 
in the navy entitled to membership, and one from 
the officers of marine corps, to be elected annualfy 
in the manner hereafter prescribed. 

Sec. 2. Every officer who is a member of tite as- 
sociation shall have a right to vote for directors by 
proxy, provided such proxy be given to an officer of 
his own grade. 

Sec. 3. The meetings for the election of directors 
shall be held on the first Monday in July annually,. 
by public notice from the senior member of the 
association on each station; and the officers of each 
class shall vote for a director of their own grade; 
and one officer of each grade, with the secretary 
of the meeting, shall count and declare the votes; 
which votes being certified by the president and 
secretary, shall be returned to the secretary of the 
board within ten days after the election. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the secretary and 
treasurer of the board to count the number of votes 
for each class which shall have been returned with- 
in sixty days after the election; and the officer of 
each class who may have the highest number, shall 
b¢considered elected. The secretary shall record 
all votes returned, and, within ten days after count- 
gs, Meg shall notify cach member of his election. 
Sec. 5. Should any director die, or decline serv- 
ing, the board of directors shall supply the vacancy 
by an officer of the same grade. 

Sec. 6. If two or more candidates for the office 
of director should have an equal number of votes, 
the board of directors shall decide which of the 
candidates shall be entitled to the seat. 

Sec. 7. The board of directors shall meet at the 
seat of government on the first Monday in January 
annually, and elect from their own body a president 
and vice president, and appoint a treasurer and 
secretary, who shall be members of the institution. 

Sec. 8. The president shall have, besides his vote 
as a director, a casting vote in all questions on which 
the board may be equally divided. 

Sec. 9. Six directors shall be necessary to con- 
stitute a quorom for the transaction of business, but 
u less number may adjourn to any other day. 

Sec. 10, At the annual meeting of the board, the 
accounts of the treasurer shall be examined and set- 
tled; the records of the secretary inspected; the 
appropriations of funds for the exigencies of the 
succeeding year be made; claims on the society ex- 





elected. 
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amined and determined; the treasurer directed 
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how to invest the funds, and the current business 
of the society transacted. 


Sec. 11. The president may call a special meet- }, 


ing of the board on any extraordinary occasion, at 
such place as may be most convenient. 

Sec.12. The board of directors shall have power 
‘to make any by-laws, not inconsistent with the prin- 
ciples of this constitution. | 

Sec. 13. The treasurer and secretary shall dis- 
charge the duties of their offices until others are 
appointed. 


ANTICLE IIT. 

Sec. 1. Every officer on subscribing to the con- 
stitution, shall pay to the treasurer or his agent ten 
dollars. 

Sec. 2. Every member shall pay to the treasurer 
or his agent a quarterly assessment of three collars. 


Sec. 3. The treasurer shall vest all unappropriated } 


moneys in such national or state stocks, as the board 
of directors shail order. 

Sec. 4. Certificates of stock shall be taken in the 
name of the beard of directors, and shall not be 
transferable but by an order of the board, signed 
by the president, vice president and secretary. 

Sec. 5. No part of the principal of funds invested 
_ shall ever be distributed. 

Sec. 6. The funds shall accumulate for at least five 
years before any part be used, except for the neces. 
sary expenses of the institution. : 

Sec.7. Seven per cent. at least on all moneys ac- 
cruing annually to the society, shall be applied to 
the permanent fund, until such time as it shall 
amount to five hundred thousand dollars. 


ARTICLE IY. 

Sec. 1. The disposable funds of the society shall 
be appropriated by the board of directors to the 
relief and support of widows and orphans of mem- 
bers; or in case adeceased member should leave no 
widow or ciild, then to his widowed mother or 
maiden sister or sisters, should they require the 
aid of the association; and for no other purpose ex- 
cept to defray the necessary expenses of the insti- 
tution. 

Sec. 2.. The support and relief granted from the 
funds of the society shall be without relation to the 
grade of the deceased members, but according to 
the number and circumstances of the families re- 
quiring aid. 

Sec. 3. On the decease of a member it shall be 
the duty of the secretary ofthe board to write tothe 
widow, child, widowed mother, or maiden sister, 
as the case may be, inquiring whether their situa- 
tion requires relief from the society. Such in/sor- 
mation as he may receive, he shall lay before the 
board of directors at their next meeting. 

Sec. 4. Reiief shall be continued to male children 


et deceased members until they attain their eigh- | 


teenth year, and to females so long as they re- 
main unmarried, and no longer. 

Sec. 5. Each director may be allowed fifteen 
cents per mile to cover all travelling expenses to 
and from the places assigned for the meeting of 
the board, and two dollars per diem, whilst actual- 
ly engaged in the affairs of the institution. 


Sec. 6. The secretary and treasury shall receive | 


such reasonable compensation for their services as 
the board of directors shall deem proper. 


tie | 


approved by the president or vice president of the 
board, ae, 

Sec. 9, Orders so drawn, registered, signed and 
approved, and such only, shall be good vouchers iy 
the settlement of the accounts of the treasurer, 

Sec. 10. All persons paying moneys to the trea- 
surer shall take duplicate receipts therefor, and 
transmit one of them to the secretary. 

Sec.'11. It shall be the duty of the secretary to 
charge the treasurer with all such receipts, and 
credit him with all orders drawn on him, 

Sec. 12, The treasurer shall give bonds for the 
faithful performance of his duty, to the amount of 
the funds that may be at his disposal during the year 
for which he shall be appointed. 

Sec. 13. The society shall have a common seal, 
which shall be kept by the secretary, and affixed to 
all papers of the institution. 

Sec. 14, This constitution shall not be altered or 
amended, unless such alteration or amendment be 
proposed at an annual meeting of the board of direc- 
tors, and approved by two thirds of them. The 
amendment or amendments proposed shall then 
be submitted to the members of the institution, and, 
ifapproved by four fifths of them, previously to the 
next annual meeting, it shall become a part of the 
constitution. 

Sec. 15. The board of directors shall prescribe 
the manner in which the opinions of the members 
shall be ascertained respecting any proposed 
amendment of this constitution. 

Sec. 16. The secretary of the board shall furnish 
every commander in the navy, and officers of the 
marine corps commanding, with acopy of this con. 
stitution, to which officers may subscribe. 

Done this fifteenth day of July, in the year of our 
lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty, 
and of the independence of the United States 
of America the forty-fifth. 

J. CHAUNCEY, President 
SAMUEL EVANS. 
A, J. DALLAS. 
W. B. SHUBRICK, 
I. WKEEVER. 
SAMUEL R. MARSHALL, 
CHEEVER FELCH. 
J. Watson, secretary. 
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Lands in Virginia. 

The following, politely furnished for publication in 
the Reeistrr, may afford useful information to 
many persons in different parts of the United 
States: 

Auditor’ soffice, Richmond, June 28, 1820. 
A brief, yet comprehensive, abstract of the laws 
concerning forfeitures, and sales of lands for taxes, 
within this commonwealth, shewing how the same 





‘may be redeemed, will furnish useful information to 


those interested, particularly non-residents, who 
may not have the means of recurring readily to the 
various statutes passed on the subject: 

The law of February, 1814, directed that, in 1815, 


and in every year thereafter, in the month of Aug. 


the sherifis of the counties, after advertising the 
same, should expose for sale all delinquent lands, 
or so much thereof as should be necessary to dis- 
charge the arrearages due thereon. The provi- 


Sec. 7. The treasurer is authorised to receive | sions of that law were only partially enforced, and 


any donations which may be made to the society, 
which shall be added to the permanent funds of the 
institution. 

Sec. 8. All orders for paying moneys shall be 
drawn, registered, and signed by the secretary, and 


no lands were either sold, or offered for sale, ex- 
cept in the following counties, viz:—Amelia, Am- 
herst, Bath, Bedford, Botetourt, Brooke, Bucking- 
ham, Cabell, Campbell, Charlotte, Chesterfield, 





Cumberland, Fluyanna, Frederick, Goochland, 
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Grayson, Greenbrier, Grennsville, Hanover, Henrico, 
Henry, Isle of Wight, James City, King and Queen, 
King William, Lee, Louisia, Lunenburg, Madison, 
Mason, Matthews, Mecklenburg, Monroe, Northum- 
berland, Nottoway, Ohio, Orange, Pendleton, Pitt- 
sylvania, Powhatan, Prince Edward, Prince !Villiam, 
Prince George, Randolph, Rockbridge, Russel, Scott, 
Shenandoah, Stafford, Surry, Sussex, Spottsylvanta, 
Tazewell, Washington, Wood and Wythe. In such 
of the counties as are in italics, there were no sales 
until 1816. 

Such lands as were actually sold in August, 1815, 
and not redeemed within one year thereafter, are 
vested absolutely in the purchaser, and are now ir- 
redeemable. Lands offered for sale, but not actually 
sold, were forfeited to the literary fund, but may be 
redeemed at any time before the 23d of February, 
1822, by the original owner, or his representative, 
on paying the taxes due, together with ten per cent. 

er annum damages thereon. ; 

The lands which were actually sold in 1816, were 
redeemed by the executive, in pursuance of the act 
of February 20, 1817; and the taxes and damages 
for which they were sold, refunded to the purchas- 
ers thereof. They are now indefinitely redeema- 
ble by the original owner, or those claiming under 
him, on paying the amount so disbursed by the ex- 
ecutive, together with damages, at the rate of ten 
per centum per annum thereon. Until such re- 
demption is effected, the money so paid by the ex- 
ecutive, constitutes a /ien upon the land. The lands 
that were offered for sale, but not actually sold, in 
August, 1816, became vested in the president and 
directors of the literary fund, and may be redeemed 
in the like manner with thosewhich were forfeited 
to the said fund in 1815. 

The aforesaid act of February 20, 1817, repealed 
so much of the law of 1814, as directed the annual 
sales of delinquent lands, and declared that the ar- 
rears of taxes and damages should be a /ien upon 
the lands and lots upon which they were chargea- 
ble. Lanes, therefore, which have neither been 
sold, nor offered for sale, upoa which simple arrear- 
ages are due, may be redeemed at any time by pay- 
ing the taxes, with ten per centum per annum da- 
mages thereon, and a fee of fifty cents for each or- 
der of redemption. s 

The lands which were forfeited to the literary 
fund in 1815 and 1816, and these which were ac- 
tually sold and re-purchased by the executive, can 
be redeemed by payment into the treasury on/y, on 
an order obtained from this office. Arrears due 
upon other delinquent lands may be paid either to 
the sherifis, or directly into the treasury. 

The situation of the lands in Virginia may be 
comprehended in the following classification: —Ist, 
Such as were sold in August, 1815, and not redcem- 
ed by the owner thereof within one year thereafter; 
the title to which may be considered as absolutely 
yested in the purchaser. 2d, Such as was offered for 





time to time with this office. In their communicas 
tions should be particularly stated, the quantity and 
situation of their tracts, together with the names of 
former owners, from whom such tracts may have 
been transferred. A prompt and regular redemp- 
tion of delinquent lands, at thit office, would not only 
avoid the accumulation of damages, but be attended 
with much less hazard than to make remittances to 
the counties where the lands are situated. 

JAMES E. HEATH, Auditor. 








Foreign Articles. 
| GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
The names given to things belonging to royalty, 
if not really blasphemousare truly ridiculous. Thus, 
certain parts of the king’s dress at the coronation 
and articlescused thereat, are called ‘holy”-—sgsa- 
cred,” xc. And it is noticed that one of the man- 
tles anciently used, was “sucrileziously” stolen. We 
plain republicans cannot understand how there 
could be any thing more like sacrilege in the steal- 
ing of that mantle than in stealing asheep.’ — 
A smuggling vessel was lately captured by a re- 
venue cutter und sent into Dover. Ten of her crew 
being judged fit for his majesty’s service,” were 
put into jail until they could be delivered to some 
proper officer. But at-noon day, a large mob of 
smugglers and others collected, and, though every 
precaution in the power of the mayor had been 
taken, proceeded to work, unroofed the jail, threw 
down one of the side walls, and set all the prisoners 
free! Several persons were injured in the affair. 

The Kent, of 74 guns, which was pulled on her 
slip by machinery about two years since, will be 
launched in the course of the next autumn. She 
has had a complete repair, and is as good as new. 
itis said that the expense of hauling up so large a 
ship as the Kent, is so great, that the experiment 
will hardly be repeated. 

The queen. This woman has been gencrally re. 
presented to us as cearse and indelicate. Mr. Can- 
ning, who some years ago had many opportunities 
with her as a legal adviser, has recently spoken of 
her in parliament as possessed of “fascinating man- 
ners—of an open, generous, and unsuspecting dis- 
position”’—that he feit nothing towards her but 
‘affection and esteem;” and said, though he is one 
of the cabinet ministers, “so help me God, I never 
will plaee myself in the situation of an accuser to- 
wards that iilustiious individual.” 

Royal Society. Sir Joseph Banks, from his age 
and infirmities, has tendered his resignation as pre- 
sident of this enlightened body. His resignation, 
|however, was not accepted, from respect to his 
iservices. But an effort seems to have been made 
to elect prince Leopold in his room! We pray that 
the honors of science and literature may remain 
the exclusive property of talents and worth, and not 
come under the withering grasp of royalty; though 





sale, but not sold from various causes. 
came vested in the literary fund, and may be re- 
stored to the original owner, in the mode herein 
Defore stated. 3d, Such as were actually sold in 
1816, and redeemed by the executive—These are 
redeemable at any time. 4th, Such as have neither 
been sold nor offered for sale, but returned delin- 
qttent to this ofice—These also may be redeemed 
as abovementioned. 

_Proprietors residing without the limits of Virgi- 
nia, or in a part of the state remote from the situa- 
uon of their lands, would find it to their advantage 
to employ agents in the city of Richmond to super- 
antend their interests, or else to correspond from 


These be- | 


a besotted prince, living in open violation of most 
| of the articles of the decalogue, was elected patron 
| of the great British Bidle Society. 

Courtly manners and severe rebuke. We have heard 
much of the princely deportment, suavity of man- 
ners, and polished behavior of the prince regent of 
England,now George IV. Ananeccdote, cowever, 
is related of his behavior to the celebrated Curran, 
which places these qualifications in rather a ques- 
tionable point of view. Upon Curran’s appointment 
as master to the rolls in treland, being in London, 
he was invited, together with many other distin- 
guished characters, to dine with the regent, who 
jshewed him great and marked attention, by placing 
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him on his left hand at table. The bottle passed in 
princely stile during the entertainment, and after 
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drinking a variety of exhilirating toasts, the chair- 
man requested every noble guest to fill avery high 
bumper, which was cemplied with. The prince rais- 
ed his glass apparently with the iatention of saying 
something agreeable: all eyes were fixed on him, 
eager to meet his wishes, when he, without hesita- 
tion, tlirew its contents in Curran’s face! “he fa- 
cetious barrister shook his head, wiped his face, and 
instantly raising his glass, passed the contents in 
his neighbor’s face; who bounced up greatly en- 
raged, and was about to proceed to extremities, 
when Curran addressed him with much good hu- 
mor, saying “My lord, zt came from the chair!” 

Church of Scotland. An order in council having 
last year been sent to the general assembly of the 
church of Scotland, prescribing forms or heads of 
prayer, to be used by the ministers of that church, 
respecting prayers for the royal family, it was taken 
up by the general assembly onthe 20th May. The 
following motion was thereupon made and carried, 
126 to 55: 

« That, whereas the independence of the church 
of Scotland, in all matters of faith, worship and dis- 
cipline, is fully established by law, the general as- 
sembly finds it unnecessary and inexpedient to 
adopt any declaration with regard to the late orders 
in council, relative to prayers for his majesty and 
the royal family.” 

Later—London dates to the 22d June. 

Bills for a loan of 12,000,000/. and the funding of 
9,000,9007. inexchequer bills, are before parliament. 
But the appropriations proceed in their usual stile. 
Consols for account were at 70 1-8. [ By this we are 


dated th: 10th inst. and her majesty’s answer, the 
substance of which was stated, but not accurately, 
inthe papers ten daysago. Her majesty was not 
called on to renounce the style and title of queen. 
The next was a letter from lord Liverpool, to say 
that though they had not received an answer to the 
proposal of the 15th April, made to Mr. Brougham, 
they were still ready to receive any proposition that 
her majesty might be graciously pleased to make. 
To this her majesty answers, that this proposition of 
the 15th April had never reached her hand till now; 
but the desire which she had to yield to the wishes 
of the two houses of parliament, would dispose her 
to receive with the most serious attention, any pro- — 
posal that his majesty’s ministers might now make 
to her, consistent with her honorand dignity. That 
it was important to hér majesty, that her name 
should be restored to the liturgy, as the withdraw- 
ing it, contrary to the statute, had the appearance 
of tending to some parliamentary or legal proceed- 
ings against her, and that must be removed as an 
equivalent resorted to as the means of remoying 
that impression. That a suitable royal residence 
should be provided for her, such as her apartments 
in Kensington palace, which she had never given 
up, and that then she would be prepared to re- 
ceive further proposals. ‘To this lord Liverpool 
replied, that the withcrawing her majesty’s name 
from the liturgy had no view to any parliamentary 
or legal proceedings, but was grounded on the pre- 
cedent that the queen of king George I. was not in- 
cluded in the liturgy; and that, as toa royal resi- 
dence, there was none at this time unoccupied, her 
majestv’s former apartments in Kensington palace 
being in possession of her R. H. the dutchess of 


to understand that the loan is really for twenty-one | Kent; but his majesty’s ministers had directions to 


millions! |} 

Military and marine mutiny bills were pending. 
Another attempt to reduce the army had failed. 

The court of king’s bench, in the case of the} 
sev. Father Hayesvs. E. A. Kendall, esq. have grant- 
ed a commission to be sent to Rome, for the pur- 
pose of examining HIS HOLINESS THE PoPE, PIUS VII, 
cardinal Gonsalvi, and other church dignitaries of 
that city, in order to falsify a libel brought against 
the plaintiff. 

The queen. On the 19th of June, lord Castlereagh 
announced to the house of commons the failure of 
tle negociation with the queen, and laid a large 
bundle of papers on the table, the titles of which 
were read, and they were ordered to be printed for 
the use of the members. He and Mr. Brougham 
both expressed themselves doubtful if any arrange- 
ment would be made. On the 20th, when Mr. B. 
took his seat in the house, he was Loupty CHEERED! — 
and an anxious debate took place, but nothing was 
decided—some wished a further postponement of 
the affair, and so it was laid over until next day, an 
account of the proccedings on which has not reach- 
edus. Lord A. Hamilton gave notice that he should 
move for the production of the orders in council, 
in pursuance of which her majesty’s name was 
erased from the liturgy.” [Hear, hear.” ] 

The queen is said to have determined to remain 
in Eneland, and to have engaged a residence in the 
country. 

A London paper of the 20th gives the following 
account of the negociation—“The negociation be- 
tween his majesty’s ministers and the queen, as we 
stated in yesterday’s paper, has failed. The cor- 
respondence, by the king’s command, was laid upon 
the table of both houses, and ordered to be printed. 
They at’, in all, ten papers. The two first are 


supply her with the means of such accommodation 
as her majesty might be pleased to chose for her- 
self. To this the queen replied, that the omis- 
sion of the name from the liturgy of the queen of 
king George I. was only while she continued abroad, 
and that the restoration of her majesty’s name was 
indispensable to her honor. <A proposal was then 
offered of a mediation, which was agreed to; and the 
next papers are the protocols of the meetings at 
the house of lord Castlereagh, in St. James’ square. 
At these conferences it was stated, on the part of her 
majesty, that the unfortunate circumstances in 
which she was placed, her anxious desire for the 
public tranquility, would make her give up with re- 
luctance her wish to remain in this country; but in 
taking up her residence abroad, instructions must 
be given to his majesty’s ministers to receive and 
present her at every court which she might visit, 
as queen of the United Kingdom. As to her 
name being mentioned_in the liturgy, she again de- 
manded it asasine quanon. It was answered, that 
it was the invariable etiquette that foreign courts 
would not receive any person who had not been 
presented to the court of their own sovereign.— 
But if her majesty would condescend to fix her resi- 
dence cither at the court of Milan, or another in 
Italy, his majesty would instruct his ministers at 
such court to shew her the due attentionsas queen 
of England, but his majesty could not take upon 
himself to say that his recommendation would be 
effectual as to her being received as queen. It is 
also said, that when her majesty had fixed on the 
place of her future residence, a suitable provision 
(and we understand the sium stated was 50,000/, a 
year) would be settled on her for life. The natu- 
ral and dignified reply to this was—that money 
ought not to be mentioned, for nothing was so dis- 





genuine copies of the letter of the earl of Liverpool, 





tant from her thoughts. It was not for money that, 
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she contended, and it must not be alluded to again. 
Finally, she could not accept of a conditional re- 
commendation to be received at the court where 
she might take up her residence, and she must in- 
sist on the stipulations which had been required,— 
Here the negociation broke off. 

Latest—London papers to the 28th of June. 

The case of the queen almost exclusively occu- 
pies the newspapers. She has ordered a residence 
to be fitted up for her in England, where she in- 
tends to reside at least one year. Mr. Brougham 
is to resign his seat in the house of commons to 
plead her cause before that of the lords. It wiil be 
geen below that she has beenrather censured by the 
house of commons for rejecting the overtures made 
to her. We suppose now that her trial will be pres- 
sed. She persists in demanding “lier mghts,” and 
there appears to be no alternative. | It seems high- 
ly probable that many most scandalous tales will 
be told. The public, indeed, is prepared to ex- 
pect much obscene matter. 

The secret committee of the house of lords is 
about to commence its operations. 

In the house of commons, June 22, Mr. Wilberforce 
offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this house has learned with un- 
feigned and deep regret, that the late endeavors to 
frame an arrangement which might avert the neces- 
sity of a public enquiry into the information laid be- 
fore the two houses of parliament, have notledtothat 
amicable adjustment of the existing differences in 
the royalfamily which was so anxiously desired by 
parliament and the nation. 

That this house, fully sensible of the objections 
which the queen might justly feel to taking upon 
herself the relinquishment of any points in which 
she might have conceived her own dignity and ho- 
nor to be involved, yet feeling the inestimable im- 
portance of an amicable and final adjustment of the 
present unhappy differences, cannot forbear de- 
claring its opinion, that when such large advances 
have been made towards that object, her majesty, 
by yielding to the earnest solicitude of the house of 
commons, and forbearing to press further the adop- 
tion of those propositions on which any material dif- 
ference of opinion yet remains, would by no means 
be understood to indicate any wish to shrink from 
inquiry, but would only be deemed to afford a re- 
newed proof of the desire which her majesty has 
been graciously pleased to express, to submit her 
own wishes te the authority of parliament; there- 
by entitling herself to the grateful acknowledg- 
ments of the house of commons, and sparing this 
house the painful necessity of those public discus- 
sions, which, whatever might be their ultimate re- 
sult, could not but be distressing to her majesty’s 
feelings.” 

Lord A. Hamilton moved, as an amendment, that 
at the end of the first period in the original reso- 
lution, all the words between “that this house” 
and the words “sparing this house” should be struck 
out, and the following words inserted ia their stead. 

“That this house, sensible of the objection the 
queen must feel at the relinquishment of any points 
in which her dignity and honor are involved, is of 
opinion, that the insertion of her majesty’s name in 
the liturgy would be, under all the circumstances 
ef the case, the most expedientand most effectual 
mode of sparing this house,” &c. 

Sir F. Burdett seconded the amendment. 
_ Mr. Wilmot supported Mr. Wilberforce’s motion 
ina speech of some length. 

A debate of greatlength ensued. At the conclu- 


Lord A. Hamilton’s amendment was negatived with- 
out a division. At half past three A. M, the house 
divided on the original motion. 


For Mr. Wilberforce’s motion 391 
Against it 124 
Majority 267 


Ordered, that these resolutions be laid before 
her majesty. | 
Ordered, That Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Stuart 
Wortley, sir T. Ackland and Mr. Bankes, do attend 
her majesty with the said resolution. 

On the 23d the queen’s answer was presented to 
the house by the committee, as follows: «I am bound 
to receive with gratitude every attempt on the part 
of the house of commons, to interpose its high me- 
diation, for the purpose of healing those unhappy 
differences in the royalfamily, which no person has 
so much reason to deplore as myself. And with 
perfect truth Lcan declare, that an entire reconcile- 
ment of those differences, effected by the authority 
of parliament, on principles consistent with the 
honor and dignity of all the parties, is stiJ] the ob- 
ject dearest to my heart. 

“I cannot refrain from expressing my deep sense 
of the affectionate language of these resolutions. 

‘It shows the house of commons to be the faith- 
ful representatives of that generous people, to 
whom I owe a debt of gratitude that can never be 
repaid.—I am sensible too, that I expose myself to 
the risk of displeasing those who may soon be the 
judges of my conduct. ButI trust to their can- 
dor and their sense of honor, confident that they 
will enter into the feelings which alone influence 
my determination. 

“It would ill become me to question the power 
of parliament, or the mode in which it may at any 
time be exercised. But however strongly I may 
feel the necessity of submitting to its authority, the 
question whether I will make myself a party to 
any measure proposed, must be decided by my own 
feelings and conscience, and by them alone. 

“Asa subject of the state, I shall bow with defer- 
ence, and if possible, without a murmur, to every 
act ef the sovereign authority. But as an accused 
and injured queen, I owe it to the king, to myself, 
and to all my fellow subjects, not to consent to the 
sacrifice of any essential privilege, or withdraw my 
appeal to those principles of public justice, which 
are alike the ssfeguard of the highest and the hum- 
blest individuals.” 

After which there was considerable debate, but 
the house adjourned without deciding any thing. 
On the 26th, lord Castlereagh moved that the sub- 
ject relative to the queen should be pos: poned till 
‘“Thursdav se’night,” and that further debate on 
his majesty’s message about her, “be adjourned to 
Friday week,”—which were agreed to, 195 to 100. 

The members of parliament, who waited upon the 
queen with the resolves of the house of commons, 
were exceedingly abused and violently hissed by the 
populace assembled near her residence. After they 
had retired, they called loudly for the queen, and 
she appeared on the balcony, richly dressed. It 
was announced that she was to visit Drury Lane 
theatre, where a particular play was to be pertorm- 
ed, ather request. It appears very evident that 
she is desirous of increasing her popularity, under 
the belief, perhaps, that public feeling may have 
some weight in the scale against the influence of 
the king and his ministers. 

In the house of lords, June 26, ihe following peti- 
tion was presented from the queen. 





ston of which strangers were ordered to withdraw. 


“Caroline Reginas-The queen having been in- 
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formed that proceedings, affecting her dignity, ho- 
nor and character, have been instituted against her 
in the house, feels it necessary, as the only consti- 
tutional way which she is informed is left to her, to 
approach the house of lords, and to petition as a 
fellow subject. Her majesty is ready and anxious 
.to meet every charge affecting her honor, and chal- 
lenges the most complete inquiry into her conduct; 
but she protests against any committee: of secret 
examination. Her majesty is also anxious that the 
inquiry should be speedily and openly gone into; 
but she cannot bring herself to think that the house 
of lords will sanction so crying an injustice as that 
of proceeding to that enquiry inthe absence of her- 
self, her counsel, and witnesses, the latter of which 
cannot be brought together in some weeks; but the 
moment they arrive, her majesty will cause due 
notice to be given to the house of lords, that the 
inquiry may proceed any way the house may think 
fit. Inthe meantime, before any other step is tak- 
en, her majesty prays to be heard, by her counsel, 
at the bar of their lordships house. this night.” 

On this being read, her counsel were admitted.— 
Mr. Brougham boldly pledged himself to maintain 
her cause, and afford “glorious proof of her inno- 
cence.” Heasked for a little delay ‘notin the vul- 
gar sense of the word,” but merely to collect and ar- 

range those materials which was to resist and drive 
out from their lordships presence the “creatures 
who had been spying into her conduct,” &c, Af- 
ter which, the meeting of the committee was put 
off to the 28thJune. ~ 
On the 22th June, the last date that we have be.- 
fore us, it was proposed to discharge the secret 
committee altogether—This was rejected 102 to 47. 
FRANCE, 
A writer in the Federal Gazette, who apnears to 
have made himself fully acquainted with the sub- 
ject, has given us a long and interesting erticle on 
the “french election law,” in that paper of Monday 
last; of which the following isa brief abstract, leav- 
ing out any notice of his well pointed comments: 

After the abdication of Napoleon and his exile to 

Elba, Louis granted what is called the charter, in 
1814, which contained many provisions suppos- 
ed to be suited to the advance of mind. Among 
other things, this charter provided for a repre- 
sentation of the people in the chamber of depu- 
ties, after this manner—the voters for deputies 
were to be persons paying 300 francs, (about $60) 
direct taxes, and to be 30 years of age. They 
met at the chieftown of their department and elect- 
ed the deputies to which it was entitled. A person 
eligible to serve as a deputy, was to pay, at least, 
1000 francs, ($200) direct taxes, and to be 40 years 
of age. 

About four weeks after the battle of Waterloo, 
when Paris was possessed by the allied troops, ano- 
ther regulation was adopted under their bayonets; 
but it did not last long, and gave way to that above- 
mentioned in the charter; under which, all the per. 
sons in France, entitled to vote, only amounted to 
between 80 and 100,000. 

The new arrangement proposed, and lately car- 
ried by the ministry, gives the power of represen- 
tation to 15 or 20,000 electors, out of a population 
of 28,000,000 of people, and those the most wealthy, 
and, of course, the least friendly to the advance- 
ment of the lower and middling classes of the com- 
munity, after this manner: 

«The list of all the qualified voters in the depart- 
ment being taken, the one fifth in number of that 
list, are selected, who pay the highest taxes—be- 


down until the. one fifth of the whole number of 
voters in the department are taken. ‘hese per. 
sons so selected are to form the Electoral College 
ofthe Department; the remaining number of voters 
are to be divided into as many colleges as there are 

arrondissements in the department, eacly arrondisse. 
ment having its college of ariondissement, each of these 
colleges of arrondissement is to nominate as many 
persons as the department has a right to send de- 

puties to the chamber. 

“The list of all the persons nominated by the ar- 
rondissements isthen preseiuted ‘to the college of de- 
partment, composed as above stated; and trom that 
list the college of department, selects the number of 
deputies, which the department is entitled to re. 
|turn to the chamber of deputies. 

“But if there should not bea sufficient number of 
candidates returned by the colleges of arrondissement, 
as having an ubsolute majority of the votes, the college 
of depariment can complete the list by taking the 
names of any persons voted for, no matter how few 
votes they may have had---so that a person who has 
the least number of votes may be returned as a de- 
puty tothe chamber. For example, the depart- 
ment L’ Aisne, is composed of five arrondissements, 
and sends four deputies to the chamber. The col- 
leges of arrondissement will have to present, there- 


| fore, twenty candidates to the college of department. 
| But, suppose that two or three persons, most dis- 


tinguished in the department, should be voted for 
in several of the arrondissements---the college of de- 
pariment may make up the list of twenty from the 
others voted for in the arrondissements; and then, 
as it may choose any on the list, it may actually re- 
turn tothe chamber of deputies a person who has 
received only one vote, in preference tv him who 
has received a thousand.” 

With such provisions, the idea of representation is 
a mockery—yet the ministry have said that, with- 
out such checks, it was impossible for the present 
government to stand! Then let it fall. The origi- 
nal law was bad enough---out of nearly five millions 
of men, capable of bearing arms, and liable to be 
called upon to defend the country, it only allowed 
about 100,000 voters---that is, one of f/tv; now they 
would allow only one of two hundred and fifiy to have 
direct weight in electing the representatives of the 
people!!! 

One of the latest London papers says---We are 
informed by an intelligent Frenchman, just arrived 
from France, that some very serious disturbances 
have taken place at Lyons. An immense mob as- 
sembled, who were attacked, and finally dispersed, 
by the Swiss, with the loss, however, of about 309 
of the latter killedand wounded. That the legion 
de Ja Vienne had refused to fire on the populace, 
and were in consequence decimated, and their co- 
lonel thrown into prison, He adds that the censure 
will not allow any of the above particulars to ap- 
pear in the journals, 

A late private letter from Paris says:---The dis- 
trust and alarm and indignation of the public mind 
has nearly reached its highest point; the cup is 
nearly full, a very few drops more and it will over- 
flow. If arbitrary power and oppression seem de- 
termined to re-seize their sceptre in this country, 
old friends and aliies---the ignorance and prejudices 
of the dark ages, have alsoawaked from their slum- 
bers. 

Accounts from Paris were to June 19. |The mu- 
nicipal body of Paris had presented a loyal address 
to the king, lamenting the late disturbances. The 
king said the charter was dearer to him than to 
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Rennes, there had been riots, which had been sup- 
pressed by the military. 

A new pire nese police has been published 
at Paris, strictly enjoining all hotel-keepers, &c. 
and all persons letting lodgings, or having inmates, 
to make a daily return of all persons in their houses, 
whether residing there as lodgers, as guests, or as 
friends. ) : ; 

a 7Letters and papers from Paris, of the 22d of 
June, are noticed in those of London. That city 
was tranquil, but at ‘Loulouse,Rheims, Issoire, Brest 
and Caen, some disturbances had taken place, tho’ 
nothing serious is mentioned ag having happened. 

NETHERLANDS. 

The moving mountain.---Accounts from Namursa3’, 
that the moving mountain has made terrible pro- 
gress during the night, from the 30th to the 31st of 
January. Jt has advanced more than six feet; the 
communication between that city and Dinant, which 
was the great road to Paris, is shut up; people must 
go by way of La Plante, along the Meuse, and in 
case the waters should rise, the passage would be 
impossible. The house of Mr. Staplaux is cracked 
by the pressure of the earth, and that of Mr. Detl- 
leux is threatened by the neighborhood of a mass 
which is sixty feet higher than the roof. 

SPAIN, 

Accidentally turning over the ninth volume of 
the Register, page 412, we saw an account, told 
by a fellow from the pulpit, of the labors of Ferdi- 
nand, when at Valency, in France, to make a pet- 
ticoat for the “Queen of Angels,” the Virgin; and 
that she, the said “queen of angels,” appeared to 
another fellow and the king himself, to express the 
pleasure which her new clothes gave her, promising 
great things! The story is worth referring to by 
those depressed in mind, that they may laugh hear- 
tily and be relieved, though it was printed under 
authority of the holy inquisition! 

The following is the substance of sundry late re- 
gulations of the government of Spain:-- Licenses, 
which have heen granted since the 9th of March 
last, to trade beyond seas, are suspended: flozging 
is prohibited throughout the Spanish dominions: 
the proper tribunals are to take cognizance of all 
suits arising from confiscations and reprisals: the 
political sentiments and moral character of the re- 
venue ofhicers are to be enquiredinto: the chapters 
ef certain churches praying to be’taaintained in the 
enjoyment of certain privileges, have been told that. 
privileges are contrary to the spirit of the consti- 
tution, and that, therefore, their application cannot 
be complied with: invalid soldiers are to be prefer- 
red for revenue officers, and the girls who marry 
such persons are to be the first pensioned: the king 
has given up many sources of his personal revenue 
for the payment of the national debt: the creditors 
of the state are hereafter to receive the funds appro- 
priated for them. 

Don Raphael Diego, having four times declined 
the appointment of major-general, which had as 
often been offered to him by the king of Spain, on 
the fifth offer, accepted the appointment. He has 
a command of 3600 men at Seville. 

Two regiments have had a quarrel at Zerez, but 
the particulars are not yet known. 

An article from Irun, dated the 6th instant, says.-- 
“Messrs. Calderon and Cerezo, comprehended in 
the late royal decree against the 69 perjured mmem- 
bers of the cortes, are at Bayonne; and Messrs. 
Labondesa, Cattero and Sanchez, belonging to the 
same party, are at St. Jean de Luz. 

“The marquiss de Villa-Piayres, secretary-gene- 
ral of the supreme tribunal of the inquisition, was 


to leave the capital on the 4th, in order to proceed 
to Genoa, where he is conveying ali the furniture of 
his house, and even his library.” 

RUSSIA. : 

An article, dated Hamburg, June 12, states that 
‘the emperor of Russia has addressed a declaration 
to all the European courts, relative to the late po- 
litical changes in Spain.” 

A Frankfort article mentions the negociation of 
a new loan of 100,000,000 roubles for the court of 
Russia. 

On the 24th of May, a fire broke out in the im- 
perial palace of Zangajeselo, 14 miles from St. Pe- 
tersburg, which consumed a great part of that splen- 
did edifice, together with the academy founded by 
the present emperor. The emperor was present 
during the conflagration, and animated the exer- 
tions of the engineers and military in extinguishing 
the flames. 

TURKEY. 

Great preparations are making at Constantinople 
for the reduction of Ali Pacha, who is represented 
to be immensely rich, and determined to employ 
his money to maintain his revolt by arms. 

SOUTH AMERICA, : 

Com. Aury has returned to Old Providence, with 
a light squadron of 15 vessels, from an unsuccessful 
attempt on Truxillo and Amoa, from whence he was 
beaten off, with the loss of 15 killed and wounded, 
and one vessel sunk. 








CHRONICLE. 


Died, on Sunday last, at Georgetown, John Gra- 
hum, esq. late minister of the United States at the 
court of the Brazils. 

A general court martial, composed of gen. Scott, 
as president, and colonels Mitchell, House, Pink- 
ney, Lawrence, Eustis, and Walbach, as membefs, 
was to have assembled recently, at Detroit, in Mi- 
chigan, for the trial of several officers of high rank 
inthe army. C€olJ. L. Smith, of the 3d regiment, 
is said to be one of these officers. 

trom Gibraltar. We learn that onthe arrival of 
the Columbus, 74, com. Bainbridge, at that port, 
gov. Don immediately sent him a polite note, stat- 
ing that the restriction which he theught it his duty 
to impose on the American squadron, in March last, 
was removed—by order of his government; who, it 
seems, rightfully considered that the quarrels of a 
few individuals should not assume any thing like 
a national affair. The customary salutes were then 
fired, and the commodore went on shore to vi- 
sit the governor. After which, those officers who 
had behaved so badly to capt. Thompson, of the 
Guerriere—see page 271, together with those of 
the sixty-fourth regiment, who seemed to have 
combined to killthe officers of that ship, nobly came 





| forward with satisfactory apologies. So allis peace 
again, Capt. Thompson had been requested by 
| the governor to prefer a statement of facts against 
| the officers who visited his ship, that they might 
| be tried by a court martial, but he generously de- 
| clined it. The conduct of com. B. in this affair is 
| highly spoken of, and the whole matter has added 
not a little to the reputation of our countrymen, 
Philadelphia. It was announced in the papers of 
that city of the 4th inst. that during the preceding 
fortnight twelve cases of yellow fever,” had ap- 
peared ina small district, nine of which had termi- 
nated fatally, and that the three others had been 
removed to the country: but that no case of the dis- 
ease was then known to existin the city. No new 
pcase fas heen reported since, and we sincerely 
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hope that the health of Philadelphia may be pre- 


*served. The district was depopulated by the 


board of health, except one person who would not 
remove —fenced up and guarded, to prevent access 
to it. Theseat of the disease was ina space of only 
80 yards. Here is proof that the disorder is local, 
were further proof of the fact desired. 

Mortality. Intermentsin Baltimore for the week 
ending Aug. 7.—Consumption 4, still-born 2, teeth- 
ing 2, worms 1, cholera 14, suicide 1, accidental 
death by hanging 1, old age 4, dropsy 1, suicide by 
insanity 1, convulsions 1, casualty 1, dysentery 3, 


‘rheumatism 1--Total 37. 


Of whom 16 were of one year and under, 5 be- 
teen 1 and 5; 3 between 5 and 10; 1 between 10 and 
21. Ofthe whole number, 8 were colored. ‘This 
shews, perhaps, the most extraordinary degree of 
health ever known at this season of the year in Bal- 
timore, 

The number of deaths in Philadelphia during 


‘the last week was 53 adults and 58 children. Of 


those there were of Colera morbus 27, dysentery 5, 
remittent fever 1, bilious fever 15, nervous fever 1, 
malignant fever 4, typhus fever 8, leprosy !. 
Counterfeit bank bills, abundant/—-1.—as 5 dollar 
bills of the bank of the U.S. payable at Philadel- 
phia, not engraved by Murray, Draper, &c. 2.—3’s 
of the Union bank of Georgetown, so well done 
as to deceive good judges ~—let the whole of this 
denomination be rejected. $.—5’s of the Farmer’s 
bank of Maryland. 4.—3’s of the same, both paya- 
ble at Annapolis, which may be detected by those 
acquainted with the genuine notes. 5.--1’s of the 
Franklin bank of Baltimore. 6.—2’s of the same 
bank. With care these may be discovered, but the 
best way is to refuse to take neither 1’s or 2’s of 
this bank. Is it not time that the trash of synally 
notes was driven out of circulation altogether? 

Eastern banks. There are one hundred and one 
BANKING INSTITUTIONS in New England, which are 
divided among the states as follows: Maine, 15-—- 
New Hampshire, 11--Massachusetts, 50--Rhode 
tsland, 34--and Connecticut, 11. 7 

Naval. The ship of the line just about to be 
launched at Philadelphia, is to be named the «.Vorth 

Carolina,” as determined by the lot. Her figure- 
head is to be a bust of sir Walter Raleigh, who is 
considered as the founder of the state. In ike man- 
ner as in the case of the O/zs, a frigate is immediately 
to be laid down on _ the place now occupied by the 
“N.C.” There isa great economy in timber by this 
arrangement. 

African colonization. By the arrival of his B. M. 
ship Tartar, sir Geo. Collier, at Charleston, from the 
coast of Africa, we learn that 14 out of 22 of the 
principal settlers, recently from the United States, 
nad died at Shebro’ island. This is truly bad news. 
The British have four corvettes and two gun brigs 
on the coast. ‘The officers and crew of the Tartar 
had suffered severely—in nine months, 1 lieutenant, 
2 masters, 4 surgeons, I purser, 1 gunner, and seve- 
val midshipmen, had been buried from her. | 

North-Carolina. We lately noticed an alleged 
defect in the law of this state, as to the election of 
presidential electors, The law is now said to be 
sufficient—a different opinion was entertained on 
account of the words Aereafler having been printed 
for hereinhefore. 

The Choctaws, We are pleased to believe that 
the report of a dreadful civil raging among this 
tribe of Indians is without foundation. A late tra- 
veller through the nation heard nothing of it. 


| 
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Com, Chauncey has been appointed president of 
of the Agricultural Society of New York. This se- 
lection appears rather singular, though pleasing, 


More silver! We have the following account of 
the discovery of a silver mine, in a paper printed 
at Salem, Indiana, July 10.—We have been inform- 
ed by gentlemen of credibility, that there has been 
a silver mine lately discovered in the late pur- 
chase in this state. ‘he circumstances relating to 
it are these: A few months ago, a gentleman near 
the boundary line was informed, by an Indian, that 
there wasa mine of this kind somewhere, but re- 
fused to tell him where it was, unless the man 
would pay him fifty dollars, a horse, gun and seve- 
ral blankets, which the man did, and was taken to 
the place, and brought away several pounds of the 
ore. He has since, we are told, brought away about 
three hundred pounds. He refuses to tell where 
it is, but says there is at least three waggon loads 
already cast into bars by the Indiaks, which he in- 
tendsto bring away. We have seen (so have seve- 
ral citizens of Salem) some of the ore, and should 
suppose it at least two thirdssilver. ‘The ore is so 
pure that it can be drawn out with the hammer, into 
bars of almost any size, and it is thought by some 
to be sufficiently pure in its natural state. From 
the representation of it, the mine is inexhaustible, 
and ima situation difficult to be discovered.” 


Whaling’ It would seem by the following arti- 
cle from the Boston Patriot, that the invention of 
the torpedo by the late Robert Fulton, to destroy 
enemies’ ships in the late war, is about to be made 
use of for another valuable purpose, viz. blowing 
up whales! 

“It was hardly to have been expected, that these 
destructive engines should have been adopted in 
the prosecution of one of the most thriving branch. 
es of business in which navigation is now employed. 
Yet, we are informed that a vessel has recently beer 
fitted at New-Bedford, bound on a whaling cruise, 
with an apparatus on board for the purpose of tak- 
ing whales by blowing them up. 

Torpedoes, of arrow form, are thrown from a gun 
on board the vessel, which are calculated fo sink 
into the body of the whale, and thereexplode. As 
the experiment has not yet been fully tested, we 
think its success, to say the least, is problematical.’’ 


New York a.:00l fund, &c. We have a long and 
interesting statement in the New York papers, of 
the funds set apart for literary purposes. They 
chiefly consist of bonds and mortgages, for money 
loaned, aconsiderable quantity of bank stocks, and 
sundry valuable tracts of land. The amounts are 
as follows: 

The fund for the support of “common schools’’ 
is equal to $1,232,908—and its annual product 
about $78,964. 

The fund for the “promotion of literature” 
amounts to $201,459, and its income is $5,288. 
This fund is divided among the colleges, in propor- 
tion to their scholars. Both of these funds are on 
the increase as to value and product. 

Besides— the occasional grants of the legislature 
for literary purposes since 1790, amounts to one 
million, one hundred and eighty-nine thousand and 
fifty-six dollars. Andthe general aggregate of ap- 
propriations, for the last’ thirty years, including 
escheated lands, school lots, fees, &c. but exclud- 
ing the annual revenue derived from the permanent 
funds, is estimated to amount to three millions of 
dollars! 
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